
WHY TELEHANDLERS ARE SHIFTING TOWARDS AGRICULTURE
Telehandlers are versatile machines that can be equipped with various attachments. They are used in 
construction, but can also increasingly be found in agriculture. Regardless of their application, it is always 
essential to subject telehandlers to thorough maintenance. For that, you require a reliable parts supplier, 
like TVH, holding company of BEPCO. Not only are we developing our range of telehandler parts, we also 
have many skilled experts who can provide technical support. One of those experts is Claudio Giordano. We 
borrowed an hour of his time for a chat about telehandlers.

ABOUT THE EXPERT

Claudio Giordano has been working for TVH since 2016. He’s active as market management specialist for 
telehandlers and as global product manager for CAM Attachments. Before joining TVH, he worked for a major 
telehandler brand as a sales and marketing manager (first for the machines, later for their attachments) for a little 
over a decade. This makes him the perfect person to dive into the world of telehandlers with.

THE VERSATILITY OF TELEHANDLERS

FIXED OR ROTATING
Claudio Giordano: “Telehandlers or telescopic handlers are used to lift and 
move goods. They are divided into two families: fixed-frame and rotating-
frame. The boom of fixed-frame (or generic, or frontal) telehandlers can 
only lift and extend. Rotating-frame telehandlers, on the other hand, are 
equipped with an agile turret. Either the machine has a turning circle of 
360°, or it can turn 180° to the left and right. The former is popular in 
construction, since that turning circle is comparable to the one of mobile 
elevating work platforms and cranes.”

TYPES OF STEERING
“Although fixed and rotating telehandlers have different characteristics, 
both versions are highly manoeuvrable, offering different types of 
steering. First there is front wheel steering, which means that only the 
front wheels turn. With four-wheel steering, both the front and the rear 
wheels turn, but in opposite directions. A third kind of steering is lateral steering, which means that all four wheels 
rotate in the same direction, allowing the equipment to move sideways. That manoeuvrability is ideal for working in 
confined spaces.”

VARIOUS ATTACHMENTS
“Telehandlers are multi-purpose and can be used as a complementary machine for many activities. They have an 
extending boom, allowing them to lift loads very high. In addition, they can easily be equipped with different types 
of attachments, adapting them to various situations.”

KEEPS YOU GOING.



SHIFT TOWARDS AGRICULTURE

“In the past, telehandlers were mainly used in construction”, Claudio continues. “But that sector suffered major 
losses in 2008 and 2009 due to the global financial crisis. Construction companies had no budget left to invest in new 
equipment, hence telehandler manufacturers started to focus on the agricultural sector instead. And that shift 
wasn’t far-fetched, since the adaptability of telehandlers makes them practical and time-efficient for farming.”

CONSTRUCTION VERSUS AGRICULTURE
“There are some differences between telehandlers for construction and 
those for agriculture, such as a difference in speed. Since there are 
often many people working together on a site, safety is of the essence in 
construction and the maximum speed of equipment is limited to 20-25 
km/h. In agriculture, fields are less crowded and the distance to the farm 
can be great, so speed is crucial. That is why farming equipment can often 
reach a speed of 40-45 km/h.

More significant is the difference in the power of the thermal engine, 
which has an impact on the hydraulic power and pulling power of the 
machine. Because of the various types of attachments that agricultural 
telehandlers are often equipped with, they need adequate hydraulic power 
at the head of the boom. And since they are often used to tow heavy 
trailers, telehandlers in agriculture also require a lot of pulling power.”

Construction Agriculture

Common type rotating-frame telehandler with 360° 
turning circle fixed-frame telehandler

Maximum speed 20-25 km/h 40-45 km/h

Power thermal engine Lower requirements Higher requirements

“But overall, the differences between the two industries aren’t huge. After all, manufacturers want to standardise 
their telehandlers as much as possible. This also means that as a parts dealer, TVH can always offer the same great 
service.”

MACHINES IN MOTION

“There is more movement in the world of telehandlers than just the shift towards agriculture”, Claudio nuances. 
“More and more telehandler brands are developing electric models. Those models are mainly targeted at the agri 
world, where they can be used in closed environments such as barns, hangars and greenhouses. Also noteworthy is 
the increasing number of alliances between tractor brands and telehandler brands. Because of the versatility of 
telehandlers and their popularity in agriculture, tractor brands make great efforts to add them to their portfolio.”
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Would you like to buy Bepco products, with 24/7 access to our online portal featuring more than 150,000 individual 
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